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elect to the end of the world.    He instituted prayers for all persons in
their agony, or who were near their death.

Everyone was charmed at so perfect a project of charity, and all
admired that such noble views and so great an undertaking should have
been reserved to an obscure, illiterate person. Pope Sixtus V confirmed
this congregation in 1586, and ordered that it should be governed by a
triennial superior. Camillus was the first, and Roger, an Englishman,
was one of his first companions. The Church of St Mary Magdalen was
bestowed on him for the use of his congregation. In 1518 he was invited
to Naples, and with twelve companions founded there a new house.
Certain galleys having the plague on board were forbid to enter the
harbour; wherefore these pious " Servants of the Sick " (for that was the
name they took) went on board and attended them; on which occasion
two of their number died of the pestilence, and were the first martyrs of
charity in this holy institute. St Camillus showed a like charity in Rome
when a pestilential fever swept off great numbers, and again when that
city was visited by a violent famine. In 1591 Gregory XV erected this
congregation into a religious Order, with all the privileges of the mendicant
Orders, and under the obligation of the four vows of poverty, chastity,
obedience, and perpetually serving the sick, even those infected with the
plague. He forbade these religious men to pass to any other Order except
to that of the Carthusians. Pope Clement VIII in 1592 and 1600 again
confirmed this Order, with additional privileges. Indeed the very end of
this institution engaged all men to favour it; especially those who con-
sidered how many thousands die, even in the midst of priests, without
sufficient help in preparing themselves for that dreadful hour which decides
their eternity: what superficial confessions, what neglect in acts of con-
trition, charity, restitution, and other essential duties, are often to be feared;
which grievous evils might be frequently remedied by the assiduity of
well qualified ministers.

Among many abuses and dangerous evils which the zeal of St Camillus
prevented, his attention to every circumstance relating to the care of dying
persons soon made him discover that in hospitals many are buried alive,
of which Cicatello relates several examples,1 particularly of one buried in
a vault, who was found walking about in it when the next corpse was
brought to be there interred. Hence the saint ordered his religious to
continue the prayers for souls yet in their agony for a quarter of an hour
after they seem to have drawn their last breath, and nq^ to suffer their
faces to be covered so soon as is usual, by which means those that are not
dead are stifled. This precaution is most necessary in cases of drowning,
apoplexies, and such accidents and distempers which arise from mere
obstructions or some sudden revolution of humours. St Camillus showed

1 Cicat. lib. ii. c. I, p, 446.